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der the control of various missions; p. 2,869,-
854. Although the English first settled in this
region in 1640, British power was not defi-
nitely consolidated on the Gold Coast till
1870-72.

Golden, city, Colorado, county seat of
Jefferson co. It is the seat of the Colorado
School of Mines (1874) and the State In-
dustrial School for Boys; it is known for
truck farming, fruit growing, coal and cop-
per mining, smelting, brick, tile and flour
manufacture. Among objects of historic and
scenic interest are the former state capitol
building, the city park, Castle Rock, and
Mount Lookout, which commands magnifi-
cent views, and is one of the finest mountain
resorts in the state. Golden was settled in
T8S9; p. 3,175-

Golden Age, an epoch of primitive inno-
cence and prosperity; hence the best age of
any country's history, literature, or art. Thus
the golden age of Italy was in the early i6th
century, or 'Cinque Cento'; that of France
the period of Louis xrv., and of England the
reign of Elizabeth.

Golden Bull, a document drawn up by the
Emperor Charles iv. in 1356 to settle matters
connected with the imperial election. It re-
mained a fundamental law until the close of
the Holy Roman empire in 1806. By it the
number of the electors was fixed at seven,
the election of the future emperor was to take
place at Frankfort-On-Main, and the elected
prince was to be crowned at Aachen (Aix-
la-Chapelle), and to hold his first Diet at
Nuremberg.

Golden-crested Wren, or Kinglet (Reg-
gulus crtstatus), is one of the warblers (Syl-
viidse). The length of the body is from three
to six inches, there is a bright yellow crest,
the back is yellowish olive green, the wings
and tail ash brown with black and white
markings. It is seen in the United States only
in winter.

Golden-eye (Clangula americana), a duck
which visits the United States in winter, but
breeds only in Canada.

Golden-eye Fly, or Lacewing Fly
(Chrysopa vulgaris), an insect belonging to
the Neuroptera, remarkable for the golden
sheen of the eyes and the delicate greenish
color of the body.

Golden Gate, the strait, 5 m. long and
from i to 2 m. wide, leading from the Pacific
into San Francisco Bay, California.

Golden Legend, a collection of lives of the
saints, composed by Jacobus ds Voragine

(1230-98). It contains many well-known
mediaeval tales.
Golden-rod. Any member of the large
composite genus Solidago, which is chiefly
North American. The tiny heads have one
series of white or yellow ray-flowers, and
are gathered into various forms of inflores-
cence, often of a massive character; they ap-
pear in late summer and autumn. The gold-
en-rods are conspicuous for their bright col-
or, especially as they are apt to grow in huge
colonies in fields and along roadsides. The
giants of the group are 5. canadensis, a com-
mon golden-rod in fields, topped by a large
panicle of slender drooping branches on
which the flowers are secund; the rough, va-
riable S. rugosa, with large terminal pyra-
midal panicles, composed of bright-golden
Sowers on the upper sides of the slender, re-
curving branches, which spread widely; and
the salt-marsh golden-rod (S. sempervirens)
Golden Rose (Rosa aured), an ornament
of wrought gold, solemnly blessed by the
Pope on the fourth Sunday in Lent (Laetare
Sunday), and sent as a mark of special favor
to some sovereign, church, or community.
Goldfinch (Carduelis elegans), a pretty lit-
tle bird which occurs throughout England. It
is a favorite cage-bird, both on account of
its bright plumage and its power of song.
The American bird is a related finch, the
black-winged yellow-bird or thistle-bird
('Astragalinus tristi$)t the male of which ap-
pears in summer bright yellow with black
wings, tail and cap, while the female is dull
olive-brown, both sexes assuming the latter
plumage in winter, for the species is not mi-
gratory. They flit about the fields and road-
sides in small bands, flying with a character-
istic undulating motion and uttering a sweet
warble.
Gold-fish (Carassius aurattts), a member
of the carp family which occurs abundantly
in the wild state in China and parts of Ja-
pan. The wild form is of a brownish color,
but the domesticated race has the familiar
red-gold tint. Gold-fish have been kept and
bred in confinement in Japan for a prolonged
period, and many remarkable varieties and
monstrosities have been produced by selective
breeding. They are stated to have been intro-
duced into England in 1691.
Gold Lace, properly speaking, does not
signify actual lace, but braid or cord made of
gold-covered silken threads, which on naval
and military uniforms serves to indicate ranis
and different branches of the service,